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Introduction 

The  planning  and  design  professions  evolving  from  a  trad- 
itional, narrow,  "artifact"  base,  are  developing  a  more 
comprehensive  viev/  of  the  inputs  required  for  problem-solving 
and  decision-ttaking  through  increasing  scientification.  This 
shift,  has  led  to  several  problem  areas  revolving  around  the 
question  of  what  is  meant  by  and  required  for  holistic  analysis. 

In  adding  to  our  knowledge  of  problem-solving  we  have  too 
often  been  unsystematic,  and  have  borrowed  "superficially 
attractive"  tools,  techniques,  and  vocabulary  without  the  con- 
comitant theoretical  bases.   What  is  needed  is  a  framework  for 
evaluating  and  utilizing  interdisciplinary  input  into  environmental 
design  and  analysis. 

An  urban  systems  framework  would  derive  from  a  "system"  view 
of  the  urban  area  conceived  as  five  conjunctive  and  interacting 
sub-systems:   social,  economic,  political-governmental, 
behavioral  and  physical-environmental.  Each  of  these  sub- 
systems would  be  studied  in  terms  of  their  inputs,  structures, 
functions,  processes,  outputs,  and  feedbacks,  allowing  for  the 
development  of  homologies  between  and  among  systems  and  sub-systems. 
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Development  of  such  a  multidisciplinary  framework  requires 
that  the  student  of  planning  and  environmental  design  acquaint 
himself  with  the  basic  conceptual  issues  surrounding  both  the 
increasing  sophistication  in  techniques  of  analysis  and  the  basic 
theory  Old  language  development  in  relevant  disciplines. 

The  following  introductory  bibliography  is  intended  to 
provide  a  basic  set  of  reference  usefull  for  developing  general 
and  theoretical  approaches  to  urban  systems. 
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